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(8-94) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NOAA COMMISSIONED OFFICER BILLET DESCRIPTION
FROM: Southeast Regional Office, NMFS
TO: DIRECTOR, COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL CENTER, CPC ROUTING CODE: F/SER32
ADDRESS:
THRU (Liaison Officer): Protected Resources Division, Marine Mammal Branch
Fisheries Liaison Officer 263 13th Ave S.
BILLET TITLE: BILLET #: 2523 St. Petersburg, FL 33703
Right Whale/Maritime Liaison PHONE NUMBER:  (727) 824-5312
RANK REQUESTED: (0-2. 0-3, 0-4, etc.) 0-4 /LCDR (This block to be completed by liaison officer) ‘
Gs-13 IS THIS A NEW BILLET: [Jves Ino
GSIGM EQUIVALENT: BILLET PRIORITY:  [X]A, B, [Jc. []R
IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: TITLE: PHONE NUMBER:
Victoria Cornish Marine Mammal Branch Chief (727) 551-5771

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS:
BS in any scientific/engineering field. MS desired but not required.

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS (INCLUDE PARTICULAR SECURITY CLEARANCES, SKILLS, ETC...)

Excellent communication skills, both speaking and writing; strong maritime/operational experience and credibility; strong
interpersonal skills; minimum 5 years experience at-sea; public outreach experience; background in biology preferred.

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BILLET:

Officer serves as Right Whale Maritime Liaison to further NOAA's efforts to reduce ship strikes of right whales in the
Southeast, and along the Atlantic as appropriate, coordinating closely with the Region's Right Whale Recovery Coordinator.
General areas of responsibility include:

- Serving as liaison between NMFS and the maritime community to increase awareness about right whales and their
vulnerability to ship collisions

- Developing and disseminating information about the Agency's ship strike strategy and procedures and regulations designed
to decrease risk of ship collisions.

- Working to enhance regulations and research to identify additional mitigative measures to protect right whales from
increasing ship activity in the vicinity of designated critical habitat for right whales in the Southeast.

- Applying knowledge of seamanship to interact with the shipping community at all levels, and particularly shipping agents,
port operator groups, pilot's associations, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Navy and others
as appropriate.

- Providing large vessel operating expertise for ship strike strategy development and implementation.

- Serving as the Branch's small boat coordinator.

2. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
a. Is this a supervisory billet? |:| YES NO
b. If so, state number and grade of personnel supervised. Number: Grade(s):

Officer would be responsible for representing NMFS in dealings with the shipping community. Specific duties may include:
- Develop and enhance information provided to mariners regarding ship strike strategy through NOAA Coast Pilot, National
Weather Radio, National Data Buoy Center, maritime academies, USCG, and other means.

- Coordinate Region's participation on NOAA's Marine Communication Committee (formerly Mandatory Ship Reporting (MSR)
System Committee), Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory Committee, and other regularly scheduled maritime community
meetings as appropriate to facilitate awareness of ship strike reduction procedures.

- Update sightings data to MSR, on-demand email system, and other mariner notification systems; track and investigate
compliance and reporting-related issues; explore new technologies for enhanced monitoring of vessel traffic (e.g., AlS).

- Coordinate aircraft use and reporting requirements for Early Warning System surveys and other regional aerial surveys.

- Coordinate research on better technology for ships to detect and avoid right whales, and to communicate to mariners.

- Review and participate in Federal actions and meetings that may provide opportunities related to ship strike reduction.
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3. CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES:

Position provides opportunity for Officer to work extensively and independently with Federal, state, local, and private partners
in increasing awareness and building commitment amongst various stakeholders to conserve and protect endangered Right
Whales through reduction of risks due to ship collisions in the Southeast. Officer will gain valuable exposure to the maritime
community and to right whale conservation efforts in the Southeast and elsewhere. Officer will also gain experience in the
ESA and MMPA laws and regulations, and the development of NOAA policies, procedures, and regulations.

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

The position will be co-located with the Southeast Region's Right Whale Recovery Coordinator in Fernandina Beach, FL, to
facilitate coordination with the Recovery Coordinator and to be in close proximity to the major ports of the Southeast Atlantic,
Right Whale Critical Habitat, and the staging areas for the Early Warning System aerial surveys.

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR: DATE:
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